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NORTHWEST ELEMETNARY 
 

OUR MISSION  

Northwest Elementary will strive to be a caring community where children feel safe to take on 
intellectual challenges, are motivated to do their best, and are responsible to themselves and to 
those around them. 
 

OUR CORE VALUES 

At Northwest Elementary our staff and community will.... 

 Keep our diverse school emotional and physically safe 

 Make high expectations culturally responsive 

 Design multiple pathways to meaningful participation 

 Demonstrate caring by knowing students' unique emotional needs 
 
 

CONNECT WITH US 
Stay up to date with the latest district and campus information 

 
To Subscribe to Northwest Elementary, Remind 101: 

To receive messages via text, text @pfnesfam to 81010. You can opt out of messages 
at any time by replying, 'unsubscribe @pfnesfam 

 
To Subscribe to Northwest and other PfISD Campuses: 

Go to Pfisd.net 
Select the “get notified” button at the top of the screen OR select the mailing list option 

found under the Contact button 
Select “campus and subject area lists” from the mailing list categories on the left side of 

the page 
Enter your email address 
Place a check mark next to the campuses and/or subject areas  
Click the subscribe button 

 
To Subscribe to District Wide Email Updates: 

Go to Pfisd.net 
Select the “get notified” button at the top of the screen OR select the mailing list option 

found under the Contact button 
Enter your email address and click the subscribe button 

 
NES Facebook Page  
Campus: https://www.facebook.com/PISDNorthwest/ 
PTO:  https://www.facebook.com/NWElemPTOPflugerville 

NES Twitter: 

https://twitter.com/NorthwestES?lang=en
 

 

 

http://www.pfisd.net/Page/837
http://www.pfisd.net/Page/837
https://www.facebook.com/PISDNorthwest/
https://www.facebook.com/NWElemPTOPflugerville
https://twitter.com/NorthwestES?lang=en%0c
https://twitter.com/NorthwestES?lang=en%0c
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Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year. Northwest is an exceptional learning community with a long 

standing tradition of excellence. Our devoted teachers and staff are excited to be working very closely with 

our hard-working students, supportive parents and community members. At Northwest we believe in 

working together as a family to create an environment which encourages a high level of student 

achievement and citizenship. Our staff is committed to providing all students with a quality education in a 

warm and nurturing environment. 

Our hope is this handbook will provide information and guidance to the daily operations of Northwest 

Elementary. Please use this as a ready reference for future questions or clarifications.

ABSENCES /ATTENDANCE 

Attendance is recorded at 9:30 am. Students who are present at this time will be counted present for the 

entire day. Excused absences include illness (with a doctor’s note), medical appointments (with a doctor’s 

note), observance of religious holy days, or weather/road conditions making travel dangerous. The State 

of Texas requires that we keep accurate data of all absences; therefore, a parent/guardian must send a 

written explanation of each absence to your child’s teacher or to the attendance secretary within five (5) 

days of the student’s return to school. Include the following on the note: name of student, name of 

teacher, date of absence(s), and specific reason for the absence(s). Note: if your child has a medical 

appointment during school hours, bring a note from the doctor’s office.  Perfect Attendance awards will 

be given at the end of each 9 weeks grading period as well as at the end of year to those students who 

have not accumulated any absences for the semester and have two or fewer tardies.  

 

ARRIVAL PROCEDURES 

Students may enter the building through the main entrance beginning at 7:05 A.M. Busses deliver 

students on the south side of the building beginning at 7:05 A.M. Pre-kindergarten students report to the 

cafeteria, kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd to the music room, and 3rd through 5th grade to the gym.  The school 

day begins at 7:35 A.M., and the tardy bell rings at 7:35 A.M. Students must be in the gym by the time the 

tardy bell rings or will be counted tardy. We kindly request that parents help instill an ‘independent start’ in 

their child. Please encourage your child to walk independently to his/her designated area. Please build 

this level of independence starting with the very first day of school. Staff members are stationed 

throughout the building at 7:05 A.M. each morning to assist with safety. We will have extra staff available 

the first few days of school to help with independent starts. When students begin the day independently, it 

helps us to begin the day smoothly. 
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ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Regular school attendance is essential for a student to make the most of his or her education—to benefit 

from teacher-led and school activities, to build each day’s learning on the previous day’s, and to grow as 

an individual. Absences from class may result in serious disruption of a student’s mastery of the 

instructional materials; therefore, the student and parent should make every effort to avoid unnecessary 

absences. State law requires that a student between the ages of six and 18 attend school unless the 

student is otherwise excused from attendance or legally exempt. Students enrolled in pre-kindergarten or 

kindergarten are also required to attend school. School employees must investigate and report violations 

of the state compulsory attendance law. A student absent without permission from school will be 

considered in violation of the compulsory attendance law and subject to disciplinary action. A truancy 

court may also impose penalties against both the student and his or her parents if a school-aged student 

is deliberately not attending school. A complaint against the parent may be filed in court if the student: “Is 

absent from school on ten or more days or parts of days within a six-month period in the same 

school year”. (please refer to the sections on checking your student out early and tardy guidelines for 

information on “parts of the day”) The student’s parent could be charged with a criminal offense based on 

the student’s failure to attend school.  

 

State law recognizes the following events as excused absences: 

 Religious holy days 

 Required court appearances 

 Activities related to obtaining United States citizenship 

 Service as an election clerk 

 Documented healthcare appointments for the student - a note from the health-care provider must 

be submitted upon the student’s arrival or return to campus 

 For students in the conservatorship (custody) of the state - mental health or therapy 

appointments, court-ordered family visitations, or any other court-ordered activity, provided it is 

not practicable to schedule the student’s participation in the activity outside of school hours.  

 

DOCUMENTATION AFTER AN ABCENSE  

When a student is absent from school, the student—upon returning to school—must bring a note, signed 

by the parent that describes the reason for the absence.  

 

BEFORE SCHOOL 

Teachers are available to meet with parents in the morning before school only if you have a previously 

scheduled appointment with the teacher. Teachers have much to do to prepare for the day in the 

morning. Often times they arrive at school early to get materials ready and mentally prepare for the day. 

Please respect this time and do not ‘pop’ in for an informal conference. 

 

BELL/SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

7:05 A.M. School Doors Open 

7:35 A.M. Instruction Begins 

2:50 P.M. School Dismisses 
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

In accordance with PfISD policy, birthday parties are not permitted at school. However, parents are 

allowed to bring store bought treats to school in celebration of a student’s birthday. These treats cannot 

be taken to the cafeteria but will be distributed after lunch and/or before the students go home. Parents 

are asked to give the teacher prior notice. Invitations to birthday parties may only be handed out if all 

class members are invited.  Please keep in mind that latex balloons are not allowed on campus at any 

time. 

 

BUS RULES  
Bus rules are established for the safety and well-being of all students who ride the school bus. Northwest 

students are expected to obey all rules. All busses are monitored with video camera devices. Please 

review the section below if this applies to your child: 

 Riding the bus is a student privilege provided by the district, whether to and from school 
or on school sponsored trips. 

 Refusal to follow the bus rules will result in parent being contacted, detention, and 
suspension of bus privileges and/or complete loss of bus privileges. Parents will be 
responsible for transportation to and from school if bus-riding privileges are removed. 

 Students are subject to being suspended from riding the bus if misconduct is reported that 
jeopardizes the safety of the students riding the bus. 

 Students are expected to: 
o Obey the rules of the driver. 
o Remain seated in his/her assigned seat after entering the bus. 
o Keep hands, feet and other objects to self. 
o Refrain from unnecessary noise. 

 

CAFETERIA 

Northwest offers two nutritional meals daily. Breakfast in the classroom is served from 7:05 – 7:35 A.M. 

Each grade level has a 30-minute lunch break. You may check classroom lunch schedules in the office; 

schedules are subject to change. A monthly menu courtesy of Aramark Food Service is sent home to 

inform you of food choices. You may send money with your child to be deposited in their lunch account 

(send in an envelope labeled with your child’s name, the teacher name and the grade), or parents may 

bring money directly to the cafeteria during school hours. Money in the student’s account may be used to 

purchase breakfast, lunch, or extra items. Parents are asked to inform the cafeteria personnel in writing if 

there are any restrictions on what their child may purchase with their cafeteria account. Students are 

allowed to "charge" reimbursable meals up to $5 for elementary students before being offered an 

alternative meal. Students will be charged for alternative meals. Please ensure your student has sufficient 

funds in their account. 

 

LUNCH AND BREAKFAST PRICES 

Breakfast Free to all NES students 

Lunch  $2.90 

Reduced $0.40 

Visitor/Adult $3.90 

 

FREE / REDUCED LUNCH FORMS 

Applications may be completed online on the PfISD website under Departments/Food Services.  

http://www.pfisd.net/Page/500
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Please fill out the form completely so that there will be no delay in processing. 

 

 

 

ONLINE ACCOUNT 

Pflugerville ISD Food Services is excited to offer MySchoolBucks®! online payment service provides a 

quick and easy way to add money to your student’s meal account using a credit/debit card or electronic 

check.  You can also view recent purchases, check balances, and set-up low balance alerts for FREE! Go 

to www.MySchoolBucks.com register for a free account.  You will need your student’s ID number in 

order to set up your account (you can get this number from your child’s teacher or the front office). 

 

JOIN YOUR CHILD FOR LUNCH 

You may eat lunch with your child any time. Please sit with your child at the designated table for visitors. 

You will need to sign in at the front office and then may proceed directly to the cafeteria to meet your 

child. Stopping by the classroom disrupts the routine at this time of transition. Teachers will appreciate 

your cooperation with this request.  

 

CAFETERIA EXPECTATIONS 

Students at Northwest are to use good manners while eating in the cafeteria. We also ask that inside 

voices are used during lunch for the safety and wellbeing of all. The following rules are in place in the 

cafeteria. Expectations include: 

1. Be Safe - students should use good manners and keep hands and feet to themselves. 

2. Be Respectful - students should talk to their neighbor and have polite conversations. 

3. Be Responsible - students should monitor themselves and organize their trash. 

 

CELL PHONES 
As stated in the PfISD Student Code of Conduct, students may not display, turn on, or use a cellular 

telephone or other telecommunication devices on school property during the school day. The possession 

of electronic devices during state mandated testing is strictly prohibited.  The school day is considered to 

be when the student enters the building at the beginning of the day. Violators are subject to having the 

device confiscated by a teacher or other school official for a period of time deemed appropriate by the 

principal and are subject to disciplinary action. Second consequence will be confiscation plus a $15 return 

fee which must be paid in full prior to the device being returned to the parent.  Third consequence results 

in confiscation of the device for the remainder of the school year. 

 

CHECKING A STUDENT OUT EARLY 
If you need to pick up your child before official dismissal, you must sign out your child in the front office. 

Please note that leaving early from school is considered being absent for “part of the school day” 

per the State Attendance laws. A student who arrives late or leaves early 20 or more times, without an 

acceptable excuse, may be referred to the court for failure to attend school. Reasons that an early 

departure may be excused are the same reasons that will be accepted as excuses for full day absences. 

Please send a note to the teacher if possible so that he/she may be prepared. Students are not released 

from class until you actually arrive at school and the office calls for him/her. For the safety of our students 

ANY PERSON, including a parent and/or guardian, who checks a student out before the end of the 

school day MUST SHOW a photo ID – NO EXCEPTIONS. In addition, students will ONLY be released to 

persons listed on the authorized pickup list on the student’s enrollment form. To prevent classroom 

disruptions, we ask that parents not check out students during the 2:20 – 2:50 time frame, except in the 

http://www.myschoolbucks.com/
http://www.pfisd.net/cms/lib/TX01001527/Centricity/Domain/275/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct.pdf
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case of an emergency.   

 

 

COMMUNICATION 

We make every effort possible to ensure you are fully aware of all activities that take place at Northwest 

and welcome feedback at any time.  The more communication, the better.  Please see page 2 for all the 

ways to stay connected with Northwest. 

 Parent Concerns in the Classroom 

The Northwest teaching staff takes all parent concerns seriously and will always work with you to 

ensure your child’s wellbeing while in our care.  If there is ever a concern within the classroom 

we ask that you address your concerns directly with the teacher.  In many cases the teacher will 

be able to support you with your concerns and collaborate with an administrator as needed.   

 

CONFERENCES 
Parent teacher conferences are encouraged throughout the year. Teachers are available by appointment. 

To schedule a teacher conference, please contact the teacher by telephone, email, or note.  You may 

find a list of teacher contact information at the Northwest Elementary webpage through PfISD.net. 

  

DISCIPLINE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
One of the most important requirements of a successful learning environment is appropriate behavior of 

each student. We believe each child has the right to learn in an environment that is free from disruptions 

and /or the threat of harm from other students. The emphasis is a positive one, with frequent rewards and 

/or privileges for students who display satisfactory citizenship. Each classroom teacher is responsible for 

conveying the general school rules for all areas (i.e., cafeteria, hall, playground, etc.) throughout the 

school year.  

 

We expect all students to follow the rules outlined in the Student Code of Conduct (found on the PfISD 

website under Students/Student Handbooks). During the first week of school, each rule is taught for full 

understanding. Continued misbehavior may result in time-out in the classroom or loss of a privilege. If a 

student persists with this behavior, parents and/or administration are notified. As stated in the District’s 

Student Code of Conduct consequences shall be administered when necessary to protect students, 

school employees or property, and maintain essential safety, order, and discipline. Students shall be 

treated fairly and equitably. Discipline shall be based on a careful assessment of the circumstances of 

each case. In assessing discipline, administrators will consider: 

 The seriousness of the offense 

 The student’s age 

 The student’s attitude 

 The potential effect of the misconduct on the school environment 

 Whether the student was defending himself or herself 

 The student’s intent or lack of intent at the time the student engaged in the conduct 

 The student’s disciplinary history 

 A disability that substantially impairs the student’s capacity to appreciate the wrongfulness of the 

student’s conduct, but only as required by Federal law and regulations related to discipline of 

students with disabilities. 

 

This communication between school and home is essential to help the student. In an effort to maintain 

our core mission of educating our students we are confident our parents will remain supportive of the 

http://www.pfisd.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=41
http://www.pfisd.net/cms/lib/TX01001527/Centricity/Domain/275/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct.pdf
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disciplinary decisions made by campus administration. Continuation of the inappropriate behavior, if it is 

disruptive to other student’s learning and /or if it threatens the wellbeing of other people, will necessitate 

the student being removed from the classroom for a visit to the office, In-School-Suspension (ISS) or 

suspension from school until the student is ready to follow school rules, or other consequences are 

determined. Serious student misconduct may lead to classroom removal and/or placement in DAEP 

(District Alternative Education Program). Persistent misconduct is defined as two (2) or more serious 

violations of the Student Code of Conduct in general or repeated occurrences of the same violation, or 

repeatedly violating other communicated campus or classroom standards of conduct. 

 

We strongly recommend that you read the PfISD Student Code of Conduct Handbook (found on the 

district’s website under Parents/Document Library) carefully and become acquainted with the district 

policies regarding student behavior, student dress, attendance, and other district policies. Please review 

these guidelines with your child as it is important that students understand them. If your child rides the 

school bus, please become very familiar with the guidelines for bus riders as well.  

 

Most students choose to behave appropriately. It is important, however, that all students understand both 

the positive and negative consequences of their actions. The success of a discipline management 

program depends on educators and parents working together. We look forward to a happy, productive 

year for your child. We take our responsibility of teaching your child and providing a happy, safe learning 

environment very seriously. 

 

DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 

Pre-K and Kindergarten students are dismissed from their classrooms at 2:45, 1st and 2nd grade at 2:47, 

and 3rd-5th at 2:48.  On early release days, students are dismissed at 12:00.  All early release days for 

this school year can be found on the district calendar.  We have found that students are safely dismissed 

by 3:00pm each day.  Typically, this process takes a bit longer during the first week of school as we are 

all becoming familiar with the dismissal process. 

 

At Meet the Teacher night you should have let your child’s teacher know how they will be getting home 

each day.  Should this method change for any reason or any length of time (one day/a 

week/permanently), we ask that you put this in writing via a note to the teacher.  For your child’s safety, 

students will not be allowed to change their method home without a note from the parent or a phone call 

to the office letting us know of the change.  

 

CAR RIDERS 

We will use a single lane pickup each afternoon.  The pickup lane is located at the front of the 

school alongside the sidewalk.  When you pull up in the pickup lane, please have your yellow 

student name card in the front, driver’s side window.  A staff member will radio to have your 

student released to walk to their car.  Drivers need to remain in their car at all times.  This is for 

the safety of our staff, students, and you the parent.  No student will be released to any driver 

who does not have their yellow student name card with them.  If you do not have your parent 

name card, you will need to park and pick up your student from the student holding area. 

 

WALK-UP PARENTS 

For those parents who walk up to the front of the building to pick up their student, you will need to 

park your car in the front parking lot in a designated parking spot.  When crossing the drop off 

zone, please use the protected walking area with the crossing guard on duty.  All parent pickup 

http://www.pfisd.net/cms/lib/TX01001527/Centricity/Domain/275/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct.pdf
http://www.pfisd.net/Page/7022
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students will be in front of the school.  Upon arrival of the students to the foyer area, a dismissal 

teacher will begin releasing students to their guardians.   

 

 

DRESS CODE 
The District’s dress code is established to foster a positive and proper learning environment. Appropriate 
grooming, dignity of appearance, and pride all contribute to a successful learning environment. The dress 
code provides expectations which model good citizenship, teach grooming and hygiene, instill discipline, 
prevent disruptions, minimize safety hazards, and teach respect for authority. Everyone has a role to play 
in helping to create the proper learning environment. The District encourages students, with the 
supervision of their parents, to maintain high standards of dress, grooming, and personal appearance. 
Parents are encouraged to ensure that their student is in compliance with the dress code policy 
established by the District. 
 
Campus administrators are charged with enforcing the dress code. The campus 
administrators have the final authority concerning the propriety of clothing, hairstyles, 
and jewelry to be worn on school property, at school activities, or any time a student is 
representing Pflugerville ISD. Administrators will use their professional judgment in 
determining whether attire is inappropriate, distracting, or causes or may be reasonably 
expected to cause a disruption to or interference with normal school operations. 
 
General Information: 

• No clothing or grooming shall disrupt the learning environment or create a health 
or other hazard to a student’s safety or the safety of others 

o No clothing featuring pictures, emblems, writings, or slogans that are 
lewd, offensive, risqué, vulgar, obscene, provocative, or that convey 
demeaning messages may be worn (including jewelry or accessories) 

o No apparel or accessories shall depict tobacco products, alcoholic 
beverages, drugs or any other dangerous, prohibited, or controlled 
substance 

o No attire that identifies, condones, depicts, or promotes a student as part of 
an unauthorized group, such as a gang. For more information about what 
constitutes a gang, please contact your campus administrator or local law 
enforcement 

o No clothing or accessories that promote violence, weapons, bombs, illegal 
acts, or anything that could be construed as provocative or offensive or 
otherwise distract from the learning environment, as determined by the 
administrators 

• No pajamas, sleepwear, or house slippers of any kind (except for designated days 
such as theme or character days, etc.) 

• No clothing that is too tight such as spandex/lycra unless worn with a dress, skirt, 
or tunic (using the standards that are applied to shorts, skirts, and skorts) 

• School-sponsored uniforms (athletics, cheerleading, dance teams, ROTC, etc.) are 
exempt from this dress code. Students who participate in extracurricular activities 
may be subject to additional standards. The sponsor or coach will distribute 
additional requirements to participants 

• No holes in apparel that expose any areas that are not allowed to be exposed per 
this dress code 

• For health and safety reasons, shoes are to be worn in the building 
• Tattoos that are deemed distracting must be covered 
• Sunglasses are not allowed in the building, except on designated days determined 

by the campus principal 
 

Pants, Jeans, Skirts: 
• Shorts, skirts, dresses, and skorts must be at mid-thigh length as measured with 
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relaxed shoulders 
• Pants, jeans, shorts, skirts, and skorts must be worn at the hip and cover 

undergarments 
• No clothing that is too tight such as spandex/lycra unless it is covered to mid-thigh 

by a shirt, skirt, tunic or other appropriate garment 
 

Shirts, Blouses, Sweatshirts, Sweaters, Vests, Jackets, Coats: 
• No strapless tops, spaghetti-strap tops, backless, halters, large armholes, or off-the 

shoulder tops 
• No low necklines (which reveal cleavage or chest area) 
• No see-through or mesh shirts 
• Tops must meet the beltline, and must not reveal undergarments or skin when 

standing or sitting 
Headgear: 

• Hats, caps, sweatbands, scarves, bandanas, doo-rags, hoods, and other headgear 
shall not be worn inside campus buildings without administrative approval. 
 

Shoes: 
• Unsafe footwear, as determined by the campus principal, is not 

permitted. Examples may include flip-flop type sandals. 
• For safety reasons, tennis shoes (rubber sole, closed toe, and heel) are to be worn 

during Physical Education (P.E.) for all grade levels. Shoes such as flip flops, 
sandals, boots, Crocs, etc. are not permitted during P.E. 
 

Hair: 
• Neat, clean and well-groomed. Worn in a style and color that is not distracting, as 

determined by the campus principal. 
 

Consequences: 
If the campus administrator determines that a student’s grooming or clothing violates the 
school’s dress code, the student will be given an opportunity to correct the problem at 
school. If not corrected, the student may be assigned to in-school suspension for the 
remainder of the day, until the problem is corrected, or until a parent or designee brings 
an acceptable change of clothing to the school. Repeated offenses may result in more 
serious disciplinary action in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. 

 
DURING SCHOOL DAY 
For the safety of our students, all visitors MUST report to the office upon entering the building. If you need 

to leave a message or an item for your child, we will deliver it for you to avoid classroom disruption. All 

visitors must present a photo ID to sign in using our Raptor system and wear their visitor sticker at all 

times while on campus. 

 

Unless specified by the classroom teacher, any and all parent visits may last no more than 30 minutes in 

order to protect classroom instructional time. 

 

EMERGENCY DRILLS 
An emergency plan is in place at Northwest in the event that an emergency situation arises. During the 

school year staff and students practice the following safety drills: fire, tornado, bomb threat and lockdown. 

If you happen to be present during a drill, you will be asked to fully participate for the duration of the drill. 

Please remain a safe distance from the building when a building evacuation has occurred. 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
It is VERY important that we always have a number where we can reach you in case of an emergency. 
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Please keep the office updated with any change of cellular numbers or telephone numbers at home or 

work. If you do not have a phone at home, we need the name and contact information of someone who 

can reach you. 

 

FIELD DAY 
Our annual Field Day will be held on May 24th, 2019.   
 

FIELD TRIPS 
Field trips are planned for educational purposes to meet learning objectives. Students MUST HAVE a 

signed permission slip for each field trip before they leave the campus. Students can be denied the 

opportunity to attend field trips based on campus behavior as determined by campus administration. 

Parents who wish to chaperone must be cleared with a PfISD background check. This takes 

approximately 2 weeks for processing, so allow sufficient time prior to the field trip. Applications are 

submitted online through the District website and are found under Careers/Job Listings (scroll to the very 

bottom and select the volunteer option). Parents are not allowed to ride district busses on field trips. 

 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
Before the beginning of the school year, class assignments will be posted inside the front foyer of the 

school. Please check these rosters so your child will know where to go on the first day of school. Please 

encourage your child to find his/her own way to the classroom beginning with the first day. After the first 

day of school parents will be required to follow building access rules. 

 

FOCUS / PARENT PORTAL 
PFISD parents may access their children's grade and attendance data through the Software student 

information system at focus.pfisd.net. E-Mail messages to set up accounts are distributed to the email 

account listed on the student’s enrollment records. For questions regarding your parent portal account, 

contact us at 512-594-4400. 

 

GRADING POLICY 

Information regarding the grading policy can be found on the District Website www.pfisd.net under 

Students/Student Handbook/Instructional Grading and Reporting Guidelines 

 

LIBRARY 
The Northwest Library is open from 7:30 A.M. to 2:30 pm Monday through Friday. All books are due 

within 2 weeks from the check-out date. Parents are welcome to visit the library after school, and a parent 

account can be set up so that parents and children can enjoy reading together. All materials from the 

library need to be treated with care. Fees for lost or damaged books need to be paid in full before 

checkout can continue.  If a lost or damaged book is not paid for by the End of Year date given by the 

librarian, then a student won’t be able to attend End of Year field trips or participate in End of Year 

activities. We welcome parent volunteers in the library to help with special occasions such as book fair as 

well as help anytime during the week.  Please see the librarian for more information on volunteer 

opportunities.  More information about our school library can be found on the Northwest website under 

the Services tab. 

LOST AND FOUND 
Each year we have many, many articles of clothing left at school. Often times these items are not marked 

with the child’s name. If a student loses anything he/she should report the loss to the teacher 

immediately. Clothing, lunch boxes, and other similar items are placed in the cafeteria.  Valuable items, 

https://www.applitrack.com/pflugerville/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=Volunteer
http://www.pfisd.net/cms/lib/TX01001527/Centricity/Domain/275/Grading%20Guidelines.pdf
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watches, eyeglasses, etc., are kept in the office. All unclaimed items are donated to charity at the end of 

the school year. Please label all of your children’s clothing with first and last name. Neither the campus 

nor the district assumes responsibility or liability for loss or damage to an item that is lost or left 

unattended at school. 

 
NURSE INFORMATION 
Please be sure to accurately complete the student health history form in your student’s registration packet 

and inform the nurse if there are any changes to your child’s health during the school year including 

medications given at home.  Also, please make sure your emergency contact information is up to date 

with the school office in case your child becomes sick while at school.  Students are required to be fever 

free for 24 hours without the use of medication (such as Tylenol or Motrin) before being allowed to return 

to school. 

 

Health Status of Student 

A student may be sent home because of a health need if they: 

 1. Appears ill and is unable to do class work 

 2. Has a fever of 100.0 or greater 

 3. Is suspected of having a contagious disease/condition 

 4. Sustains an injury which needs medical attention or close observation 

 5. Exhibits vomiting or diarrhea during school hours.   

A child sent home with vomiting and/or diarrhea must remain home until symptom free for 24 

hours. 

 

Medications Given at School 

If your child requires medication to be given at school (this includes prescription and 

nonprescription medications), written permission from a parent or guardian is required (forms are 

available in the nurse’s office or online). All medication must be in the original, properly labeled 

container dated for the current school year and will be dispensed per the directions on the label 

unless a revised written prescription is received from the physician.  Medication sent in zip lock 

baggies, unlabeled container, or that is expired WILL NOT be given.  Students are not allowed to 

have medications in their possession during school hours with the exception of students with 

diabetes and asthma and then only if the appropriate forms are completed and the student is able 

to follow the rules. 

 

Excuse from PE or Recess and Crutches/Wheelchairs 

Any student using a wheelchair or crutches at school must have them prescribed by a physician 

with a physician’s order specifying activity restrictions.  A student not able to participate in PE 

due to physician’s orders will not be able to participate in recess.  A parent requesting non-

participation in recess due to weather temperature or a medical issue for longer than 5 days is 

requested to have a doctor’s order with a precise reason and condition for restriction. 

 

Hearing and Vision Screenings 

Mandatory hearing a vision screening will take place for all PreK, Kinder, 1st, 3rd and 5th graders 

in September and October.  You will receive a letter if your child fails the screening and needs to 

follow up with a physician. 

 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT/VOLUNTEERS 
Northwest has an active volunteer program, and we welcome parent involvement. Parents who wish to 

http://www.pfisd.net/cms/lib/TX01001527/Centricity/Domain/540/Authorization%20for%20Medication%20Administration%201617A.pdf
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volunteer must be cleared with a PfISD background check. Applications are submitted online through the 

District website and are found under Careers/Job Listings (scroll to the very bottom and select the 

volunteer option). This process takes about 2 weeks and is in place to create and maintain a safe school 

environment for your children.  

 

PARTIES 

Northwest has 3 designated party days this year: 
Winter celebration  Friday, December 21st from 10:30-11:30 

Valentine Day   Friday, February 15th from 1:40-2:40 

End of year   Wednesday, May 29th from 1:40-2:40 

 

 
PICTURES 
School pictures are taken in the fall and in the spring. Individual pictures are taken in the fall and class 

and individual pictures are taken in the spring. A notice will be sent home prior to the photographer’s visit. 

 

PROGRESS REPORTS/REPORT CARDS 
Progress reports are distributed at 4½-week intervals during each nine-week grading period. Formal 

report cards are distributed at the end of each nine-week grading period. End of year report cards are 

sent home with students on the last day of school. 

 

PROMOTION 
Promotion to the next grade is based on board policy (EIE). You may find that policy on the District 

website under About Us/Board Policy Online. 

 

PTO 
We have a very friendly and active Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) here at Northwest. You are invited 

and encouraged to participate in many ways. The first way is to formally join the PTO. This valuable 

group sponsors many activities and fundraisers throughout the school year that directly benefit our 

students. You may reach any of our PTO members at the following email addresses: 

 

President-Tonya Riley:  TCMILLER1@AOL.COM 

VP- Vanessa Nieto:   VPNIETO@GMAIL.COM 

Treasurer- Cristina Cortez:  SWEETSKYE08@GMAIL.COM 

 

RECOGNITION OF STUDENTS 
Power of Positive Students (POPS) rallies are held every 9 weeks to recognize and celebrate our 

student’s achievements.  Celebrations include: 

 All “A” Honor Roll (with at least one “A” in a core subject) 

 “A/B” Honor Roll (with at least one “A” in a core subject) 

 Star Pride Award 

 Perfect Attendance (must have no absences and fewer than 2 tardies to qualify) 

 Citizen of the Month 

 

RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION TEAM 
The Problem Solving Support Team (PSST) is a cooperative problem-solving group that assists students, 

parents, and teachers in developing solutions for concerns about individual students. The team’s primary 

https://www.applitrack.com/pflugerville/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=Volunteer
http://pol.tasb.org/Home/Index/1147
mailto:TCMILLER1@AOL.COM
mailto:VPNIETO@GMAIL.COM
mailto:SWEETSKYE08@GMAIL.COM
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mission is to use the resources available within the school to provide supportive and preventive measures 

needed to help students be successful in the general education environment. The team will make data-

driven decisions for students who are experiencing difficulties in academic and/or behavioral domains. 

SAFETY BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL 

Safety of your child is foremost in our minds each day at Northwest. It is critically important that students 

are dropped off and picked up with safety in mind. Students should not be dropped off or picked up in 

parking lot areas or in a middle drive-through lane where an unaccompanied student walks 

around or through vehicles. Adults are assigned to areas in and around the building before and after 

school for the purpose of monitoring the safety of all. All exterior doors remain locked throughout the day 

except for the front entrance. 

 

SCHOOL COLORS AND MASCOT 
Our school colors are red, blue, and yellow.  Our mascot is a star.  Remember to wear your Northwest 

school shirt on Fridays and your favorite college t-shirt on Wednesdays. 

 

SCHOOL HOURS 
REGULAR SCHOOL HOURS ……………………………………...7:35 A.M. – 2:50 P.M. 

EARLY DISMISSAL HOURS ……………………………………….7:35 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. 

OFFICE HOURS ………………………………………………….….7:05 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. 

 

TARDIES 
Students are expected to be in their classrooms for morning announcements by 7:35 A.M. Once the bell 

rings at 7:35 A.M., students are considered tardy and a tardy slip will be needed to enter the classroom. 

Being tardy interrupts class instructional time and is considered a partial-day absence as defined by the 

compulsory attendance laws of the State of Texas. A student who arrives late or leaves early 20 or more 

times, without an acceptable excuse, may be referred to the court for failure to attend school. Reasons 

that a late arrival may be excused are the same reasons that will be accepted as excuses for full day 

absences.  More than two tardies will disqualify the student from perfect attendance awards taking place 

throughout the year and/or award recognition. Tardy policies apply to pre-k through grade 5. Please note: 

Transfers may be revoked for students who violate rules of attendance, tardies, or are late being picked 

up. 

 

TITLE I / NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND 
As a parent or guardian of a student at Northwest, you have the right to know the professional 

qualifications of your child’s teachers. Specifically, you have the right to ask for the following information 

about your child’s classroom teachers: 

 Whether the teacher meets the state qualifications and licensing criteria for the grades and 

subjects he or she teaches. 

 Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or provisional status because of special 

circumstances. 

 The teacher’s college major, whether the teacher has any advanced degrees, and the field of 

discipline of the certification or degree. 

 Whether paraprofessionals provide services to your child and, if so, their qualifications. 

 

If you would like to receive specific information about your child’s teacher or paraprofessional, please 

contact the campus principal. 
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TOYS / GADGETS / OTHER PROHIBITED ITEMS 
Toys may not be brought to school unless the teacher sends home a note (show and tell, special event, 

etc.) Toys, electronic devices or other items which detract from the instructional program are subject to 

confiscation. Pocket knives, and toys or items defensive in nature may not be brought to school. Neither 

the campus nor the district assumes responsibility or liability for loss or damage to an item or the 

unauthorized use of a prohibited item brought to school. 

 

TRAFFIC / PARKING 
Parents dropping off their students from a vehicle may do so on the east side of the building.  Please do 

not drop your students off via the bus loop on the south side of the building as it blocks buses. To ensure 

safety of all children, please comply with the following: 

•Drivers MUST remain in their vehicles in lanes identified for pick up only. 

•You may park your car in the parking lots located in the east and south side of the building. 

•Students and parents must use the crosswalk when walking from the parking lot to or from 

school. 

 
VISITORS 
We always want you to feel welcome to visit the school; however, for the safety of all, you must sign in at 

the office. All visitors are required to present a picture ID card or driver’s license to obtain a visitor’s 

badge. Badges are worn in plain view while in the school. In case you forget you may be stopped by any 

staff member who will ask if you have checked in at the office and remind you to wear the visitor’s badge. 

Please do not be offended by this practice; your child’s safety is very important to us. Prior to leaving, 

please return the visitor’s badge to the office and sign out on the computer. 

 

WEBSITE 
The Northwest website is linked to the District website at www.PFISD.net. From the home page, click on 

Our Schools/Elementary Schools. We encourage your use of our website for information and calendar 

events. 

 

THURSDAY FOLDERS 
Every student at Northwest will be provided with a folder that they will bring home each Thursday 

containing updates from the office, newsletters about upcoming events, graded papers and more.  

Please make sure to check this folder each week to stay updated on important information. 

 

WITHDRAWING A STUDENT 
We ask that you notify the school as soon as you know your child will be withdrawing from school. You 

may send a note or call the office providing the child’s name, teacher, anticipated last day of attendance, 

and destination. A parent signature is required on the actual withdrawal paperwork. The school office 

requires a 24-hour notice to process the withdrawal paperwork. 

 

 

Northwest Elementary  

Home School Compact 2018-2019 
 

 

At Northwest, we believe that strong support from parents equals outstanding academic 

achievement. We are so proud that your child attends our school. We would like to provide you 

with an agreement for what we can do, what you can do, and what your child can do to make 

http://www.pfisd.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=41
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this the best year ever! 

 

Student Responsibilities: 

 Set learning goals and do my best to achieve the goals. 

 Give my parents or the adult who is responsible all notices and information received by 

me. 

 Come to school ready to learn. 

 Always try to do my best and ask for help when I don’t understand. 

 Share papers with my parents or caregiver and return signed papers to my teacher. 

 Discuss with my parents what I am learning in school. 

 Show respect to teachers, adults, classmates, and myself. 

 Make a commitment to read every day. 

 Do my best in all of my class work and homework. 

 

Parent Responsibilities: 

 Encourage my child to achieve their learning goals. 

 Spend quality time with my child reading, writing, listening, or just talking about the 

school day. 

 Make every effort to make sure my child is in attendance and on time for school. 

 Monitor and promote positive use of my child’s extracurricular time. 

 Maintain open lines of communication with teacher and staff. 

 Support the school by assisting in my child’s learning while praising and encouraging 

his/her efforts. 

 Support my child and the school by being involved (physical presence at the school). 

 

Staff Responsibilities: 

 Encourage high standards of academic achievement, positive behavior, and life-long 

learning. 

 Establish and maintain an open line for communication and collaboration with all. 

 Teach and encourage children to reach their learning goals and be responsible in their 

learning. 

 Maintain the highest level of professionalism at all times. 

 Provide a safe and caring learning environment. 

 Meet the individual needs of each student. 

 
Northwest Elementary  

Title 1 Written Parent Involvement Policy 2018-2019 
 

Annual Meeting - During our first CAAC meeting, Mr. Steenport will present general information regarding 

our Title 1 program.  He will also share assessment scores and goals for the upcoming school year.  

Further, he will allow time for parents to view our Parent Compact and Written Policy. This information will 

also be available online. The session will close with time for questions regarding these documents or this 

information. 
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Campus Academic Advisory Council - (CAAC) meetings are held each month. Members of the 

committee include Northwest staff as well as parent and community members. During CAAC meetings, we 

discuss issues related to our campus budget, professional learning, curriculum, and lesson design, along 

with Federal Title 1 and State Compensatory Education programs. 

Parent Teacher Organization - At Northwest, we are very fortunate to have a warm and inviting PTO made 

up of staff and parents.  PTO meetings are held monthly and are open to the public. Northwest staff 

communicates often with PTO members and share information about general education and Title 1 

programs. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences – Individual parent teacher conferences are encouraged throughout the 

school year.  Teachers are available by appointment.  The District calendar sets a date in October for 

conferences at the elementary level. 

Communication- At Northwest, we strongly believe in parent support and want to give parents any 

assistance they may need in helping their child at school. Here are some ways in which we communicate 

with parents and community members: 

 Individual Teacher Newsletters 

 Monthly Parent Newsletter 

 Student Assignment Planners for 3rd – 5th grades 

 Student Wednesday Folders 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 Title 1 Written Parent Policy on Northwest web page 

 Title 1 Home School Compact on Northwest web page 

 Scheduled appointments with administrators 

 Raptor’s Visitor and Volunteer log 

 Meet the Teacher Night 

 FOCUS to view students’ grades and attendance 

 Academic Family Evenings 
 List serve and Remind 101 

 
Family and Community- We welcome parental involvement at Northwest. There are many ways in which 
parents and community members are involved at Northwest. Please contact us if you have another way to 
be involved with Northwest. 

 Meet the Teacher/Back to School Night 

 PTO Meetings 

 CAAC  

 Movie Nights 

 Academic Family Evenings 

 Parent Involvement Sessions or Classes 

 Book Fairs 

 Science Fair 

 Music Programs 

 Falls Festivals/Spring Fling 

 Volunteering in the classroom 

 Career Fair 

 Donations  

 Field Day 

 Destination Imagination 
 


